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MORE THAN JUST BUSY
by Joshua Rhone

    In the book Bittersweet: Thoughts on Change, Grace, and Learning the Hard 
Way, author Shauna Niequist recounts a particularly painful season of life. During 
that season they left their home in Grand Rapids and sojourned to South Haven, 
where they spent the summer in a home borrowed from friends. It was a summer 
filled with busyness––trips to the farmer’s market, preparing and hosting house 
guests, entertaining, and the like. The busyness of the season was an excuse to 
not slow down, as they were afraid “to rattle around in that house alone, far from 
anything that even resembled and plan for the future.” Thus, “they kept moving, 
kept entertaining.”
    As I read Shauna’s account of that summer spent in the blue house on the 
shores of South Haven, I couldn’t help but think of the frenetic pace at which our 
society moves––the breakneck speed at which we bustle to-and-fro, going to 

work, shuffling children to and from practices and games and completing jobs around the house with nary 
a quiet moment to rest or reflect before bustling ahead to the next important thing.
    What does our busyness say about us? What does the unrelenting pace of life that we’ve grown 
accustomed to express with regard to our fears, concerns and insecurities? Why is it that we are afraid to 
stop, embrace the silence and spend some time in reflection?
    Admittedly, I cannot speak for everyone. I can only speak from my own experience, and what my 
experience has taught me is that my tendency toward activity is a means by which I cope with the fear that 
my life won’t matter, that at the end of my days I will have not accomplished anything of significance that 
is of lasting value.
    I may be the only one who has felt that way, but I have a sneaking suspicion that I am not alone in how I 
have felt. In fact, if the levels of busyness, tiredness and anxiety experienced by friends, family and neighbors 
are any indicators, I would venture to guess that there are a great many who are similarly concerned.
    Here is the thing, however: for all of the frenetic activity and chronic busyness, most of us are no more 
satisfied, accomplished or at peace than we were before we 
scheduled every waking minute of our day away. In fact, all 
that we are is more exhausted, more harried, more frustrated, 
etc.
    My experience––an experience that you and I possibly 
share––has led me to reconsider the Greek philosopher 
Socrates’ famous dictum, “An unconsidered life is not worth 
living.” What I have realized is that my personal busyness 
and our collective hustle-and-bustle is often little more than 
an attempt to escape the silence and solitude that makes us 
uncomfortable. In so doing, however, we have effectively 
eliminated any and all time and space for this kind of reflection 
and consideration from our lives. In short, we have scheduled 
ourselves to death. We have busied ourselves in a search for 
meaning, yet in so doing we have become busy with trivial 
things––inconsequential things that don’t add the value, 
meaning or significance for which we are searching.
    Maybe that’s why I have recently been captivated by the 
prayer of Moses––a biblical hero, used mightily by God, with 
a legacy that endures amongst the people of Israel. In the 
ninetieth psalm, Moses––a man whose life has been filled 
with brash actions (let’s not forget his killing of an Egyptian 
taskmaster and his striking of a rock in an effort to produce 
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FROM OUR PASTOR

continued on page 3



    When Stephen Ministry training was offered, I was 
instantly drawn to it because I wanted to be avail-
able to persons who need a friend to walk with them 
during difficult times and give them a reason to 
hope. I find joy in serving others and giving the glory 
to God.
    Using the Stephen Ministry manual, we learned how 
to walk people through their issues until they came 
out on the other side of their hurt. A Christ-centered 
approach and letting the Holy Spirit guide us was the 
main emphasis of the training.
    Do you have the gift of compassion? Are you a good 
listener? If this describes you, then I encourage you 
to become a Stephen Minister. Training is provided. 
For more information, please contact Kathy Arnold 
at kma703@comcast net.

Philippians 4:9 - Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from 
me or seen in me-put 
into practice. And the 
God of peace will be 
with you.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
by Lana Godfrey

water) and times of prayerful reflection and searching––asks God to teach him to number his days, so that 
he might gain a heart of wisdom (Ps. 90.12). He then goes on to ask God to establish the work of his hands 
(90.17).
    Moses’ prayer has endured throughout the ages for a number of reasons. Without delving into all of the 
reasons, suffice it to say, one of the reasons that Moses’ prayer endures is that it expresses the deeply held 
desire that we have to live a life that matters.
    Furthermore, meaning isn’t to be found in the multitude of our activities, rather it is to be found in when 
we learn which activities and business truly matter. And we discover that which matters not by adding 
one more thing to our already busy schedules, but, instead, by slowing down, taking a step back from the 
busyness, and pausing to reflect on and consider what it is that truly matters.
    Retreating from the hustle and bustle to reflect would likely be of benefit to each and every one of us. 
As a person of faith, however, I’m reminded of my need to be taught, by God, what it is that matters––what 
kind of activities and business are of a lasting and enduring nature.
    May each of us find some time this day to step away from the busyness to pause, reflect and consider 
the enterprises that we engage in, so as to not rattle about, merely entertaining ourselves and others. May 
we instead, learn what matters––what is important and of lasting value––and thus become better stewards 
of the time that we have been given.

Friendship
One of the greatest needs in our world today

Is the gift of friendship which originates from God.

It guides us and enlightens the way

Of each person, who treads this earthly sod.

We forget so often, just the extension of our hand,

As well as the peace an understanding heart can bring

To someone who is struggling to fill life’s heavy demand

Needs to endure their pain and make a heavy heart sing.

We’d like nothing better than to remove every mountain,

And make things perfect for those we love.

When all we have to offer is a fountain

Of understanding and courage, which in truth, flows from above.

For a pattern, we look to our greatest friend

His gift was his only begotten Son.

Who in turn was willing to lay down his life and send

His Holy Spirit as a comforter to each soul he won.

The gift of friendship is a blessing all like to receive.

What we do with it in turn denotes how we feel

And the loving friendship we share with others,

Is really God’s purpose we reveal.

by Fay V. Gentzler (mother of Ginny Hoffman)



CROSSLIFE YOUTH
MINISTRIES  

by Will Harris

    As many have asked, I survived winter! Take 
“Florida man” and transplant him up north at the 
tail end of fall and the start of winter, and he will 
have to adjust VERY quickly! I can assure you the 
winter has not scared me away and I am excited 
to see what God has in store for us in the rest of 
the year!
    Looking back, so much has happened 
in CrossLife this spring. We have had great 
attendance and always welcome new students! 
We celebrated with other churches on our 
UNITE Retreat where we spent time exploring 
“The Good Life” that we have with Christ. Our 
students and leaders mourned with our church 
family the unexpected loss of Autumn Short. We 
came together to make 415 dozen (yes, you read 
that correctly!!) peanut butter and coconut Easter 
eggs, which kept the smell of peanut butter on 
me for weeks! And that was all in April alone!
    We will continue to meet Sunday nights through 
the summer - we just started going through the 
book of Ephesians. It is one of my favorite books 
of the Bible because it covers so much in such 
a short span! As we venture through scripture, I 
always try to end the evening with a challenge 
for the students (and the leaders!). Sometimes 
it is a challenge for small group time and other 
times it is a challenge for the week, but I like to 
make sure there is a small way to visualize living 
out the scriptures in a tangible way.
    As we look forward, we have a summer of fun 
in the works for the students as we find exciting 
ways to hang out and grow together! We are 
planning a kickoff to the summer to help us step 
back from school! We will be serving together 
on our mission trip to Colorado Springs, and we 
are looking for a few ways to engage locally, 
including helping with VBS. We will attend 
Impact, a 5-day camping retreat put on by Salt N’ 
Light, in late July.
   It is exciting times to be sure, and I cannot wait 
to see how God is going to move in the life of 
our students! In small group time the other day, 
a student shared that their time with CrossLife 
has been helping them grow and they are trying 
to bring in more of their friends and teammates. 
We continue to see our students grow more and 

more into who God has made them to be.
    I cannot begin to express how blessed I am to 
serve these students, with this team - both the staff 
and the leaders that come every Sunday evening. 
I am excited to see what God is doing with the 
CrossLife family in this next season!
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    Our family is aware that our Zion family has been praying for us and we want you to know God is 
answering those prayers! God has used this difficult journey in so many amazingly good ways. We wanted 
to share just one example of God’s goodness and grace in our lives. This is not a journey we would have 
chosen, but it is one we will greatly benefit from because our God is GOOD!  We appreciate each and 
every prayer!
    Tom had spent some time at the cabin and when he came home, although he enjoyed his time there, 
he was feeling a little down because he had difficulty doing many of the things that he used to be able 
to do with no problem. He struggled with tying a fly and tying knots in his fishing line, his arms hurt 
while flyfishing, he lost his balance and slipped a few times. This was all compounded by the issue of his 
language and word finding difficulties. On Friday morning I called Aimee Trimmer and talked to her on my 
way to school; we ended with Aimee praying with me. As we have done previously, we prayed for Tom to 
know that God has a purpose for him. At lunch Tom called me to share with me what had happened in the 
morning. As I listen to his story, I saw once again that our God had answered our prayers. Time and time 
again, my family has seen that God is able to do exceedingly more than we can imagine. This is the story 
Tom shared with me:

    God had given Tom an opportunity to be a blessing! Aimee and I had literally prayed that morning for 
this, and it had happened! Our Heavenly Father also gave Tom the opportunity to share the story of how 
God is working in his life. This opportunity was exactly what Tom needed to boost his spirits and remind 
Tom that God has not only a plan for his future, but that His plan is so much better than we can imagine!

TRANSFORMED LIVES
by Tom and Stacey Shaffer

    I was leaving the Social Security/disability office, and it was literally pouring down 
rain. I saw an individual walking on the sidewalk wearing a large parka with his 
backpack underneath his jacket. His jacket was soaked, and you could tell that his 
jeans were also wet. When I pulled out of the parking lot, I pulled up to him on the 
sidewalk and put down my window and ask if he wanted a ride. He was hesitant at 
first because he didn’t want to inconvenience me and also didn’t want to get the 
car seats wet. I told him it would not be an issue and would take him wherever he 
needed to go. It just so happened that he needed to go to Central Market and it was 
on my way, so we headed in town.
    On the way, we talked about where we were currently and what journey we were 
on in life. Although in different circumstances, we were both at spots where we were 
looking for a sign from God as to what the future holds. He shared about his interest 
and love of making music, and shared a few songs that he had written and sang that 
were posted on YouTube. We talked about how he hoped that music played a part 
in whatever were the next plans God was laying out for him. We also talked about 
how impatience and frustration, although easy to come to, never help the situation.
    When we reached the market and he stepped out of the car, and as I watched him 
walk away, I realized he was wearing a heavy winter coat. I also figured that by this 
time, as wet as the coat looked, it was probably no longer keeping him dry. I pulled 
up next to him again and called him back to the car and gave him my waterproof 
jacket that I had worn that morning because of the rain. He was again hesitant to 
except it, but I explained to him that it would keep him dryer and be cooler than the 
heavy jacket that he was wearing and that it would come in handy in weather like 
this. He accepted it, said “thank you” and walked away.
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LIBRARY CORNER
by Megan Leib

BOOK REVIEW
The Men We Need: God’s Purpose for the Manly 
Man, the Avid Indoorsman, or Any Man Willing to 
Show Up by Brant Hansen

    In today’s culture, men are bombarded with ideas 
about what it means to be a man, and it usually 
involves muscles, sports’ prowess, and money. In this 
book, Brant Hansen challenges the cultural norms 
of manhood with a truly Biblical model that is based 
on men being “keepers of the garden,” protectors 
and defenders of the vulnerable. Hansen writes 
with his usual dry, but laugh-out-loud humor, and 
extreme candor. With every turn of the page, I found 
myself saying, “Yes! This!” Whether you are a man, 
or you know one, I highly recommend this book, full 
of wisdom and profound insight about being a real 
man in today’s world. You can find this and other 
great books in our Zion Church Library, located in 
Room 208! If you have questions about the library, 
contact Megan Leib at leibmail@aol.com.

and Reflection
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY
by Aimee Trimmer

    Community. Fellowship. Stories of Christ at work, 
in the big and small, major and mundane. These 
are things that have characterized the past several 
months in Women’s Ministry. It’s been a busy 
spring, as we have continued to have our monthly 
IF Gatherings, gathered for Monday Evening Prayer, 
gathered together with women from around the 
globe to participate in the IF:2022 simulcast, and 
shared in a special Easter gathering as we listened to 
four ladies share monologues of women from the 
gospels. To round out the season, we’re currently 
working our way through a study of 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd John.
    It seemed that the unofficial theme of our 
spring together was a call out of isolation and into 
fellowship with our community of believers. These 
past several years have seemingly made isolation 
commonplace, something we’ve come to think is 
ok and good. As we have dug into God’s Word and 
what He calls us to, we’re reminded that when we 
are isolated, the enemy is quick to feed us lies in 
attempt to steal, kill and destroy us. When we walk 
in the light of Christ and in fellowship with the body 
of believers, we can bring those lies into the light 
and walk in the freedom and wholeness Christ has 
intended.
    Sometimes our fellowship looks like laughter over 
a cup of coffee. Sometimes it’s looked like sharing 
tears as we pray for hard situations in each other’s 
lives. Sometimes it’s looked like sharing hard truths 
and encouraging one another. Sometimes it’s been 

making a meal and sharing a hug or a note. It’s 
involved earnest prayers for our church and each 
other, and intentional study of the Word of God. 
It’s involved laying down our fleshly desires and 
running hard after God’s plan for us. It isn’t always 
easy, but it is always rewarding!
    It’s been an incredible, indescribable blessing to 
see the Holy Spirit moving in the lives of the women 
of Zion! God is working in transformational ways as 
we’ve allowed His Word and His Truth to infiltrate 
and shape us.
   If you have not yet taken an opportunity to 
participate in Women’s Ministry in any way, we 
would love to have you join us! If you’d like to 
be put on the email list that receives updates and 
allows us to share prayer requests, please contact 
Aimee Trimmer at aimeetrimmer@hotmail.
com. Otherwise, check the Updatez for regular 
announcements and upcoming opportunities!

             
May 21st was our last regular IF 
Gathering before the summer. 
We will resume meeting on the 
3rd Saturday of each month in 
August.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
by Aimee Trimmer

    We’re so grateful for all the servant musicians who share their talents and gifts 
to help lead our congregation in worship. There have been many meaningful and 
powerful moments in our times of worship together throughout the past few 
months.
    While the “regular” season for our ensembles is ending with our Memorial 
Day service, the summer will afford many options for involvement in musical 
opportunities! There will be opportunities for anyone who may have a desire to try 
out singing with the Chancel Choir or Master’s Men to join in for a Summer Choir 
Sunday. During the summer, we only meet to rehearse before the 8:30AM service, 
and then share in worship that same morning.
    There will also be opportunities to participate in Summer Bell Choir – again, just 
meeting before the service and then sharing in the service that morning.
    These are great opportunities for you to try out something new and share your 
gifts! If you’re interested, and have never participated before, we can’t wait to 
welcome you. Watch the Updatez for information, or contact Nathan Trimmer at 
zionmainkids@hotmail.com for more information.
    If you are interested in participating in the praise band, either vocally or 
instrumentally, please contact Luke Forshey at lforshey@zionumcyork.org. 
We’re always looking for willing musicians!

    It’s been a full season of worship-leading and music-making 
for those involved in Zion’s Music Ministry!

continued on page 98

FAMILY NEWS
by Rev. Josh Rhone

    Beloved of God! There is reason to celebrate and rejoice! Over the last few months, God has been at 
work. Opportunities to be shaped by God, conformed to His likeness, and to grow in God’s grace have 
been all around us!
    In February, fourteen students began Confirmation classes at Zion Church. Each week, during the Sunday 
School time, we met for a time of education, conversation, and growth in our faith. At various points, over 
these last few months, each confirmand met with a mentor –– someone, outside of their immediate 
family, who would encourage them in their faith; answer questions the student might pose; all-the-while 
working towards publicly confirming their faith and taking their next step of faith and becoming a member 
of Zion Church. Quickly, and for a variety of reasons, those fourteen students became eleven; and those 
eleven have persevered and grown in faith! On June 5th, Pentecost Sunday, we look forward to celebrating 
our confirmands as they confirm their faith and join the church. Please join with me in praying for them; 
celebrating their accomplishments; and rejoicing over the multitude of ways that they have experienced 
God’s faithful and gracious work in their lives!



9 continued on page 10

    Congratulations to our graduates! Kylie Smith is graduating from West York Area Senior High School 
and plans to major in Public History at Messiah University. Donovan Bryant is graduating from York 
County School of Technology. He will be entering the workforce and will be employed at Madison 
Bay Co. in East Berlin. Gavin Young is graduating from West York Area Senior High School and plans   
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   May has been a month characterized by baptisms! 
On May 15th, Spencer LoBianco –– daughter of 
Stephen and Jenna LoBianco –– was baptized! 
Please join with me in praying for Spencer and 
in resolving to commit to support her as she 
experiences God’s grace and grows in relationship 
with Him, preparing for that day when she, too, can 
confirm her faith! 
On May 29th, two of our confirmands, Caroline 
Lasher and Conlan Gainer will publicly declare their 
faith through the act of baptism! We recognize 
God’s goodness, faithfulness, and gracious work 
in their lives and we celebrate their willingness to 
publicly proclaim as much before family, friends, 
their church, and the wider world. Please keep 
Caroline and Conlan in your prayers as they strive 

to live faithfully as disciples of Jesus Christ!
    Finally, during the month of May, we offered 
membership classes. Over the course of multiple 
sessions, we had seven people join us to explore 
whether membership at Zion Church is their next 
step of faith. During our time together, we discussed 
our history, theological heritage, vision and values, 
as well as the significance of membership. Pray 
for the members of the class who are prayerfully 
discerning whether this is their next step of faith!
    In closing, I want to remind you that if you have 
not yet been baptized or become a member of the 
church, it would by my utmost joy and privilege to 
speak with you and prayerfully discern your next 
steps of faith.

to pursue a career in mathematics at 
Penn State University Park. Nathan 
Hubbs is graduating with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Construction 
Engineering and Management with 
Civil Engineering and Business 
Administration minors.
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BIRTHS BAPTISIMS

Tobias Allen Forshey
Born: April 10, 2022

Parents: Luke and Lauren Forshey

Spencer May Lobianco
May 15, 2022

Kathy Foultz
January 29, 2022

Fay Gentzler
March 18, 2022

Mary Jane Lease
April 2, 2022

Autumn Short
April 2, 2022

Bill Swartz
April 23, 2022

  If you have Family News (milestone birthdays, 
anniversaries,births, etc.) that you would like 
to have included in the Fall 2022 edition of the 
Zion Connection, please email Megan Leib 
at leibmail@aol.com. Photos are welcomed 
and encouraged!
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FAMILY NEWS

In Remembrance 
 

    The tulips blooming so beautifully in 
the Altland Avenue planter sign are in 
remembrance of Jeannette Pfeiffer. Sharon 
Brady, Joan Sterner, and Gloria Baummer, 
three of Jeannette’s cousins, planted the tulip 
bulbs last fall. We look forward to seeing them 
bloom annually near Jeannette’s birthday of 
May 7th. May they serve as a lovely memory 
of Jeannette’s long and faithful ministry here 
at Zion Church.

continued on page 11
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   On March 3, 2022, it was announced, “the Commission on the General 
Conference announced today that the 2020 General Conference cannot 
be held in 2022 due to COVID-related and governmental policies/
constraints.” In other words, the 2020 Conference has been further 
delayed, and along with it (possibly) answers that many in the United 
Methodist Church are seeking with regard to the denomination’s future.
    Since that announcement, questions continued to be raised as to 
what this means for the church –– for Zion Church in particular, as well 
as for the United Methodist denomination. Earlier this month the Global 
Methodist Church launched, opening its doors widely, welcoming those 
who wish to disaffiliate –– a move that has only increased speculation 
and led to further questions.
    As of right now, here is what I feel I can say with certainty: nothing has 
been decided and it will likely be quite a while before we, as a local 
congregation, know what options and opportunities exist. There 
are various plans (still) on the table. Some that were to be presented 
at the 2020 General Conference. Others that are new. Still others that 
will likely come to the fore in the time between now and whenever the 
General Conference takes place. Furthermore, there will be a time of 
examining and discerning the constitutionality of the various proposals. 

More than likely, if and when a proposal is voted on, there will be some time spent devoted to discerning 
constitutionality, legality, etc., as well as determining the timeframe for that decision to be enacted. In 
short, there are lots of unknowns, in terms of what proposals might be brought forth; whether they will be 
considered in or out of order; and the timeframe in which a proposal, if enacted, would take place.

UMC GENERAL CONFERENCE

by Rev. Josh Rhone

    With that in mind, I want you to know that as 
your pastor, I am committed to remaining a non-
anxious, but interested presence. I will share 
pertinent information as it becomes available, but 
I am being intentional and resisting the urge to get 
caught up in or engage in speculation. Along those 
lines, I am confident that Scripture provides us with 
a clear mandate to go and make disciples. Rather 
than focusing on the unknowns, I pray that as 
a congregation we will focus our time, effort, 
attention, and labors on what we do know, that: 
1) we are loved by God; and, 2) that as God’s 
beloved we have been commissioned to carry 
out the Great Commission in the spirit of the 
Great Commandment. In short, while what is going 
to be discussed at General Conference matters 
and is of importance, I pray that while waiting, we 
don’t become distracted by the various avenues of 
speculation (and the many unknowns or what-if’s), 
but that, instead, we will focus on the mission that 
we know beyond a shadow of a doubt that Christ has 
called us to!
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ZION UMC VBS

Ages: 4 years - Entering 6th Grade
To register go to: zionvbs.com

June 20-24 (6:00 - 8:30)


